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Do you believe in GHOST? In traditional belief, ghosts are known as the spirits of dead people that appears in wispy shapes. They come into being at the time of death and would travel to the netherworld from the living. In most horror movies, ghosts are portrayed as horrifying, insidious and evil spirits, and it is no exception in this story. Susan Hill, author of ‘The Woman In Black’, has created such a sensational story that you must prepare yourself for a fright!
The protagonist of the story is a young solicitor, Arthur, who works in London. As he is commanded to deal with a late client, Mrs Drablow’s will, he is sent to the lady’s old house in Yorkshire. During his journey, and later on in the house, he keeps seeing the ghost of a young woman dressed in old-fashioned, black clothes from the sixties – she is the Woman in Black. He also hears strange cries of a child. Puzzled and troubled as he is, Arthur fails to gather information about the peculiar happenings from the people in town, as they are reluctant to talk about it. 

However, as truths unfold, he discovers that the ghost he sees, the Woman in Black, is the younger sister of Mrs Drablow, whose name was Jennet. Jennet gave birth to an illegitimate child called Nathaniel, who was adopted by Mrs Drablow. Unfortunately, Nathaniel was drowned when he was six. Jennet died later but her spirit lives to take revenge for the death of her child. The local tale says that if you see the Woman in Black, your child would not live long. One year later, Arthur is back to London and married with a son. As he is happily celebrating his son’s birthday, and as his wife and child are enjoying a pony-and-trap ride, Arthur sees the Woman in Black again – and if you still remember the local tale, the death of his child follows. Arthur’s poor son and wife died. Right, they are both innocent, but sadly, both of them are killed. 

The book is written based on a true story. The truth is, it too reminds me of a nightmarish memory in my childhood: I was sitting in mum’s bedroom, having fun with my toys when I felt a sudden air of chill passing through me. Lights in the house went darker. Then, I saw a woman with dark, black hair in a white, long dress standing in the hallway, then walked towards the bedroom. Feeling ill and frightened, I immediately climbed into the bed and buried myself under the blanket. That night, I had a bad sleep. But since then, I have never ever seen ‘her’ again.
I always watch horror films at home but it is different to read a horror story in words. When I was reading the story, I could feel my heart beating rapidly and my body grew colder and colder. All the scenes became so vivid that I could actually see them happening. All The people, the environment, everything is so lifelike! When Arthur is looking out of the window and sees the Woman in Black behind the gravestones around the lonely building, glaring at him, it seemed that there was someone standing right in front of me, staring at me too. I couldn’t sleep well the night that I finished the story. In my dreams, the woman in black pushed her terrible face near mine. Her face was as pale as snow, her eyes were full of hate, and they were glazing at me!
There is an old saying: ‘Bygones are Bygones’. In the story, the ghost, the Woman in Black, is someone overpowered by fury. She expresses her anger by using her supernatural power against innocent people. When she was alive, she fought with her sister over her child. The argument worsened their relationship and their quarrels never resolved, that is why her madness continues after her death. You see, in reality, ‘death’ may be the end of everything; but in ghost stories, it is just the beginning, whether you like it or not! Jennet has had her vengeance at last. But if I were Jennet, I would forgive and let go of the past. After all, revenge is endless. To forgive and forget may be an easier way out, don't you think? I believe that Life is all about embracing the future. I know that a ghost may have no future, but at least, its life could be at peace. Isn’t it the reason why we always say ‘rest in peace’ when someone passes away? Without peace, our heart can never be at rest.
I recommend ‘The Woman In Black’ to all readers, but for those who are a little bit weak at heart, do prepare to get goose bumps! And watch out while you’re reading – there may be someone staring at you at the corner of your room!
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